Rural  District  Council  of  Highworth 


THE 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

and 

SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
AND  HOUSING  OFFICER 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1957 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2017  with  funding  from 
Wellcome  Library 


https://archive.org/details/b29428981 


Rural  District  Council  of  Highworth 


THE 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

and 

SENIOR  PUBLIC  HFALTH  INSPECTOR 
AND  HOUSING  OFFICER 


FOR  THE  YEAR  1957 


CONTENTS 


REPORT  OF  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  Page 

Staff  .......  -5 

Introductory  Letter  ......  b 

General  Statistics  ......  7 

Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics: 

Live  Births  .......  8 

Still  Births  .......  8 

Infant  Mortality  ......  8 

Causes  of  Death  ......  9 

Comparative  Figures,  etc.  .....  10 

Prevalence  and  Control  of  Infectious  Disease  . . 10 

Distribution  in  Parishes  ......  11 

Tuberculosis  .......  14 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  .....  15 

Smallpox  Vaccination  ......  15 

National  Assistance  Act  1948  .....  15 

Other  Health  Services  in  the  District  ....  16 


REPORT  OF  THE  SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH 
INSPECTOR  AND  HOUSING  OFFICER 

Introductory  Letter  ...... 

Number  and  Nature  of  Inspections  carried  out  during  1957 

SECTION  ONE— WATER  SUPPLIES 

Water  Supplies  ....... 

Water  Sampling: 

Public  supplies  ...... 

Private  supplies  ...... 

Individual  supplies  ...... 

Table  showing  number  of  houses  supplied  with  mains 
water  ........ 

Action  taken  under  Section  138  of  the  Public  Health  Act 

IQ36 

Details  of  Council-owned  stand  taps  still  in  use  . 

SECTION  TWO— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION 
OF  FOOD,  FOOD  PREPARING 
PREMISES  AND  FOOD  SHOPS 
Registration  of  Premises  under  Food  & Drugs  Act  IQ55, 
Section  16  ...... 

Details  of  Food  Premises  in  the  District 

SECTION  THREE-MILK  SUPPLIES 
Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  1949-1954 
Milk  Sampling 

SECTION  FOUR— MEAT  INSPECTION 
St.  Margaret’s  Bacon  Factory  . 

Table  of  Incidence  of  Disease  . 

Carcasses  and  organs  condemned 

Details  of  animals  slaughtered  and  inspected 

2 


19 

20 


22 


24 

26 


28 

28 


29 

3i 


33 

n -j 


35 

37 

38 
38 


Percentage  of  animals  found  to  be  affected  with  tuber- 
culosis and  Cysticercosis  .....  39 

Voluntary  surrender  of  unsound  food  39 

SECTION  FIVE— FACTORIES  ACT 
Factories  Act  1937: 

List  of  factories  ......  40 

Inspections  summary  .....  41 

Summary  of  defects  found  .....  41 

Outworkers  .......  42 

Section  34,  Certificates  of  means  of  escape  in  case  of 

fire  .......  42 

SECTION  SIX-PUBLIC  HEALTH  GENERALLY 
Inspection  of  Schools  ......  43 

National  Assistance  Act  1948,  Section  50  . .44 

Shops  Act  1950  .......  44 

Offensive  Trades  .......  44 

Slaughter  of  Animals  Act  1933,  Section  3 . . .44 

Moveable  Dwellings: 

Caravans — Generally  .....  44 

Licences  issued  ......  45 

Number  sited  in  the  district  ....  45 

Public  Health  Amendment  Act  1907  ....  45 

Work  of  drainage  and  sanitary  improvement  . . 45 

SECTION  SEVEN— 

Refuse  collection  and  disposal: 

Staff  ........  46 

Vehicle  workings  . . . . . .46 

Salvage  collection  and  disposal  ....  46 

Rodent  and  Pest  Control  .....  47 

Fumigation  of  premises  ......  48 

SECTION  EIGHT— 

Storage  of  Petroleum  and  Carbide  of  Calcium  . . 49 

SECTION  NINE-HOUSING 

Housing  Acts  1936/1957  ......  50 

Housing  Statistics  for  1957  .....  50 

Council-owned  property  ......  51 

Summary  of  action  taken  under  Housing  Acts  from  1945  52 

Details  of  Council-owned  property  53 

Housing  progress  ......  53 

Details  of  houses  built  since  1946  . . 54  & 55 

Housing  applicants  ......  54 

Statistical  details  .......  56 

No.  of  houses  built  in  each  year  since  1946  57 

No.  of  houses  proposed  to  be  erected  during  next  five 

years  1958/63  (est.) 57 


3 


Highworth  Rural  District  Council 

1957. 


Chairman  of  the  Council: 

Norman  Leslie  Whatley,  j.p. 

Vice-Chairman  of  the  Council: 

Conrad  Eric  Ormond 

Clerk  to  the  Council: 

Wilfred  S.  G.  Mills. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  COMMITTEE: 

All  Members  of  the  Council. 

Chairman — Dr.  Joseph  J.  Hayward 
Vice-Chairman — Walter  H.  Hayward 

HOUSING  AND  TOWN  PLANNING  COMMITTEE: 
All  Members  of  the  Council. 

Chairman — Mrs.  Elsie  T.  Constable 
Vice-Chairman — Henry  E.  Garrett 


4 
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To  the  Chairman  and  Councillors  of  the  Rural  District  of  Highworth. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  for  1957. 

The  various  statistical  tables  show  that  the  health  of  the  people 
of  the  District  compares  favourably  with  that  of  other  districts  of 
England  and  Wales. 

I have  to  express  my  gratitude  to  Mr.  Underwood,  your  expert 
on  environmental  aspects.  Much  has  been  achieved  by  informal 
discussions.  He  has  always  been  ready  to  give  me  the  benefit  of  his 
knowledge  and  experience  on  all  problems  whether  of  a day-to-day 
or  general  nature. 

I should  like  to  thank  the  Chairman  of  the  Council  and  Chair- 
man of  the  Public  Health  Committee  for  their  encouragement  and 
the  Members  for  their  continued  support. 

In  the  offices  of  this  authority  there  are  very  cordial  relations 
amongst  the  staff.  I wish  to  thank  the  individual  Public  Health 
Inspectors  for  their  help  at  all  times.  I also  thank  the  other  Officers 
of  the  Council  who  have  provided  information  for  the  purpose  of 
compiling  this  report. 

I have  the  honour  to  be. 

Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

J.  B.  KERSHAW, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


1957 

Area  of  the  District  (Acres) 48,549 

Number  of  Parishes 14 

Estimated  Population 23,610 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses 6,598* 

Rateable  Value £253,789* 

Sum  Represented  by  a Penny  Rate £993 

Number  of  Houses  erected  in  1956: 

(a)  By  Private  Enterprise 196 

(b)  By  Local  Authority 38 

Total  number  of  Houses  owned  or  administered  by  the 

Council 2,008 

Number  of  Houses  built  post-war  by  the  Council  . . . 1,102 

Number  of  Domestic  Dwellings  connected  to  mains  water 
supply  in  Highworth  R.D.C.  Water  Undertaking  Area 
in  1957  74 

Number  of  Domestic  Dwellings  connected  to  mains  water 
supply  in  Swindon  Borough  Water  Undertaking  Area 
in  1957  192 

*As  at  31st  March,  1957. 
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EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS 


Live  Births: 


Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

204 

161 

365 

Illegitimate 

10 

6 

16 

Total  number  of  live  births  ..... 

214 

167 

381 

Live  birth  rate  per  1,000  population  (corrected)  . . 16-6 

Live  birth  rate  for  England  and  Wales  . . . . 16-1 

Comparability  factor  for  the  District  . . . .103 

Still  Births: 


Births 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

2 

7 

9 

Illegitimate 

- 

- 

- 

Total  number  of  still  births 

2 

7 

9 

Deaths : 


Deaths  from  all  causes  in  the  area  (Male  120, 
Death  rate  per  1 ,000  population  (corrected) 
Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  . 
Comparability  factor  for  England  and  Wales 


Female  70). Total  190 
9-3 
11-5 
1-16 


Infant  Mortality: 

Death  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age. 


Deaths 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

4 

2 

6 

Illegitimate 

1 

0 

1 

Total  number  of  deaths 

5 

2 

7 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age : 


Deaths 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Legitimate 

3 

2 

5 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

Total  number  of  deaths 

4 

2 

6 

Infant  Death  Rate. 

(Number  of  infant  deaths  under  1 year  of  age  per  1,000  live 

births)  (corrected)  21-3 

Infant  Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  . . 23-0 
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Births — Comparative  Figures. 


Year 

1955 

1956  | 1957 

Births 

371 

389 

381 

Deaths — Comparative  Figures. 

Year  1955 

1956 

1957 

Deaths  j 187 

217 

190 

Infant  Mortality 

— Comparative  Figures. 

Year  1955  1956  J 1957 


Infant 

Deaths  6.57 


Causes  of  infant  deaths. 

Congenital  Defects 3 

Prematurity 2 

Birth  Injury 1 

Other  Causes 1 


Causes  of  Death. 


Causes 

Male 

Female 

Tuberculosis  (Lungs) 

1 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  . 

— 

1 

Malignant  new  growth,  stomach 

1 

2 

Malignant  new  growth,  lungs  .... 

8 

1 

Malignant  new  growth,  breast  .... 

— 

2 

Malignant  new  growth,  interns 

— 

1 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  new 
growths 

14 

6 

Leukaemia 

1 

— 

Vascular  lesions  of  the  nervous  system 

15 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

19 

5 

High  blood  pressure  with  heart  disease. 

2 

1 

Other  heart  disease 

23 

19 

Other  circulatory  disease 

3 

3 

Influenza 

2 

1 

Pneumonia 

8 

4 

Bronchitis 

2 

2 

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system. 

1 

— 

Ulcer  of  the  stomach  and  duodenum 

1 

— 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

2 

— 

Congenita!  malformations 

2 

— 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases  . 

8 

4 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

3 



All  other  accidents 

— 



Suicide 

4 

Total,  all  causes 

120 

70 
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Comparative  Figures — causes  of  death  in  previous  years. 
Lung  Cancer. 


Year 

1955 

1956 

1957 

Deaths 

7 Males 

8 Males 

1 Female 

8 Males 

1 Female 

Coronary  Disease. 


Year 

1955 

1956 

1957 

Deaths 

14  Males 

10  Females 

16  Males 

9 Females 

19  Males 

5 Females 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System. 


Year 

1955 

1956 

1957 

Deaths 

7 Males 

15  Females 

15  Males 

16  Females 

15  Males 

18  Females 

All  Deaths  from  Cancer. 


Year 

1955 

1956 

1957 

Deaths 

20  Males 

19  Females 

24  Males 

17  Females 

23  Males 

17  Females 

PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 

Notified  Cases. 


Disease 

1955 

1956 

1957 

Scarlet  Fever 

14 

15 

17 

Whooping  Cough  .... 

67 

15 

129 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

360 

16 

495 

Pneumonia 

2 

10 

7 

Meningococcal  Infection 

— 

2 

1 

Dysentery 

5 

213 

7 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  .... 

1 

— 

— 

Paratyphoid  Fever  .... 

— 

— 

— 

Typhoid  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

2 

6 (N.P.4) 

6 (N.P.l) 

Erysipelas 

2 

1 

1 

Food  Poisoning 

6 

2 

5 

TOTAL  

459 

280 

678 
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DISTRIBUTION  IN  PARISHES 
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Measles 

The  outstanding  feature  of  the  year  was  the  high  incidence  of 
measles  particularly  in  Stratton,  Wroughton,  Chisledon,  Highworth 
and  Wanborough.  The  outbreak  commenced  in  the  autumn  of  1956 
and  reached  its  peak  in  this  District  during  the  spring  of  1957.  It 
may  be  that  measles  is  resuming  its  biennal  periodicity. 

Whooping  Cough 

The  number  of  actual  notification  of  cases  of  whooping  cough 
received  was  about  a quarter  the  number  of  measles  notification 
received.  This  may  be  partly  due  to  the  effect  of  the  County  Council’s 
immunisation  programme.  During  the  first  year  of  life  whooping 
cough  is  a most  serious  infectious  disease  with  a mortality  rate. 
Therefore,  immunisation  against  whooping  cough,  if  it  is  to  be  of 
value,  should  be  undertaken  in  early  infancy. 

Diphtheria 

No  cases  of  diphtheria  were  notified  during  1957.  Nevertheless, 
this  position  can  only  be  maintained  by  the  immunisation  against 
the  disease  of  as  many  infants  and  young  children  as  possible. 

Smallpox 

No  case  of  smallpox  occurred  in  the  District  in  1957.  The  only 
possible  protection  against  this  disease  is  recent  vaccination,  pre- 
ferably in  a subject  who  has  already  been  successfully  vaccinated 
at  an  early  age.  Therefore,  it  is  important  that  as  many  infants  as 
possible  should  be  vaccinated  against  smallpox. 

Food  Poisoning 

The  five  cases  of  food  poisoning  recorded  in  the  table  occurred 
at  different  times  in  three  separate  families.  One  incident  is  worthy 
of  special  note.  The  Public  Health  Inspector  who  visited  the  house- 
hold found  that  faggots  had  been  recently  bought  and  eaten  by 
both  the  affected  members  of  the  family.  Naturally  an  investigation 
was  made  into  the  source  of  the  faggots.  This  investigation  proved 
unrewarding.  However,  the  Inspector  observed  that  the  wife  of  the 
family  had  a recent  boil  of  the  nose.  This  boil  was  the  most  likely 
cause  of  the  attack  of  food  poisoning  which  the  laboratory  had 
attributed  to  the  staphylococcus  organism  as  this  same  organism  is 
the  usual  cause  of  a boil. 

Poliomyelitis 

Five  cases  of  paralytic  poliomyelitisand  one  case  of  non-paralytic 
poliomyelitis  are  recorded  in  the  table.  Three  cases  (including  the 
non-paralytic  case)  were  patients  at  the  7505  U.S.A.F.  Hospital, 
admitted  from  outside  the  District.  The  other  three  (paralytic  cases) 
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arose  within  the  Rural  District.  One  was  a married  woman  living  at 
Blunsdon  Abbey  Caravan  Site,  another  was  a schoolchild  living  at 
Upper  Stratton  and  the  third  was  a schoolchild  living  at  Lower 
Wanborough.  Owing  to  the  delay  in  confirming  milder  cases  of 
poliomyelitis,  which  are  usually  investigated  in  hospital,  there  is 
always  some  discrepancy  between  the  actual  number  of  cases 
arising  and  the  number  of  notifications  received. 


Influenza 

During  the  autumn  of  1957,  this  District  was  affected  by  the 
outbreak  of  Asian  Type  Influenza  which  had  affected  the  country 
as  a whole.  Acknowledgments  are  due  to  Head  Teachers  of  schools 
and  Staff  of  factories  in  the  District  for  their  generous  co-operation 
in  maintaining  up-to-date  information  regarding  the  track  and 
course  of  the  outbreak,  which  reached  its  peak  about  the  middle  of 
October.  It  was  a big  feature  of  the  illness  that  many  patients,  after 
an  apparent  recovery,  suffered  from  a recrudescence  of  the  disease 
about  a fortnight  later.  Wroughton  Secondary  Modern  School  was 
particularly  affected  by  the  outbreak  and,  it  was  felt  at  the  time  that 
many  children  were  returning  to  school  without  receiving  a safe 
period  of  convalescence.  The  Governors  found  it  necessary  to  close 
this  school  for  a week. 


Brucellosis 

Brucellosis  is  a disease  characterised  by  fever,  joint  pains, 
abdominal  pains  and  headache.  Its  diverse  symptoms  make  diag- 
nosis difficult  and  in  some  instances  children  may  be  diagnosed  as 
being  “off  colour”  for  several  months,  when,  in  reality  they  are 
suffering  from  this  disease.  Brucellosis  is  not  a notifiable  disease, 
but  a family  doctor  and  the  paediatrician  at  Stratton  St.  Margaret 
Hospital  gave  information  regarding  three  cases  in  the  District 
during  1957.  Infection  is  acquired  either  by  drinking  milk  con- 
taining live  brucella  organisms  or  by  contact  with  infected  animals. 
Diagnosis  is  made  by  laboratory  examination  of  a sample  of  the 
patient’s  blood.  Pasteurisation  of  milk  kills  any  brucella  organisms 
in  the  milk. 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases. 


Year 

No.  of  Cases 

1955  . . . 

38 

1956  . . . 

31 

1957  . . . 

16 

Of  the  16  new  cases  notified  during  1957,  three  were  of  the 
non-pulmonary  type.  These  three  cases  were  tuberculosis  of  the 
kidney,  tuberculosis  of  the  neck  glands  and  lupus  of  the  face.  The 
latter  patient  had  contracted  the  disease  whilst  living  in  another 
part  of  the  county. 


Housing  of  Tuberculosis  Patients. 

Tuberculosis  is  believed  to  be  spread  by  over-crowding  and 
poverty. 

Cases  for  rehousing  were  classified  as  follows: — 

Certificate  No.  1.  Sputum-positive  cases  where  rehousing  is 
considered  urgent  for  prevention  of  infection. 

Certificate  No.  2.  Where  better  housing  would  be  desirable  in 
order  to  improve  and  maintain  the  patient’s  health. 

Certificate  No.  3.  Where  rehousing  would  be  beneficial  but  is 
not  an  urgent  matter. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  cases  dealt  with  during  the  year. 


Type  of  Case 

No.  of  Cases  referred 

No.  of  Cases  rehoused 

Certificate  No.  1 . 





No.  2 . . . 

3 

1 

No.  3 . . . 

— 

— 

Special  letter  from 

Chest  Physician 

— 

— 
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DIPHTHERIA  AND  WHOOPING  COUGH 
IMMUNISATION. 


Age  Group 

Under 

1 

1 

2 3 4 

5-9 

10-14 

Total 

under 

15 

Primary 
imms.  com- 
pleted dur- 
ing 1957. 

Dip. 

180 

31 

— 17  — 

18 



246 

Wh/c. 

178 

28 

— 12  — 

4 

— 

222 

Reinf.  inis, 
administered 
during  1957 

Dip. 

— 

— 

— 33  — 

V -y J 

130 

— 

163 

Wh/c. 

— 

— 

— 20  — 

25 

— 

45 

Total  im- 
m u n i s e d 
child  popu- 
lation at 
31/12/1957 

Pre  1/1/53 

— 

— — — 

352 

1194 

1546 

Post  1/1/53 

56 

185 

220  203  321 

1221 

1 

385  j 2591 

SMALLPOX  VACCINATION 


Age  Group 

Under  1 

1 

2-4 

5-14 

15  or  over 

Vaccinations . 

168 

9 

12 

9 

14 

Re-vaccinations  . 

— 

— 

8 

23 

57 

I am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  for  the  figures  in 
the  above  tables.  Immunisation  against  Whooping  Cough  and 
Diphtheria  is  carried  out  by  family  doctors,  at  the  County  Council 
Welfare  Centres  and  periodically  at  schools. 

Vaccination  against  smallpox  is  carried  out  by  family  doctors 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT  1948 

Section  47,  Removal  of  persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention 
to  suitable  premises. 

In  no  case  was  it  found  necessary  to  take  proceedings  under 
this  section.  An  increasing  number  of  elderly  persons  are  referred 
to  the  department  from  year  to  year.  It  is  a matter  of  policy  to 
make  maximum  use  of  existing  services,  public  and  voluntary  and, 
for  as  long  as  possible,  enable  elderly  persons  to  live  in  their  own 
houses. 
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OTHER  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  DISTRICT 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

Swindon  Area  Pathological  Laboratory  of  the  Oxford  Regional 
Hospital  Board  caters  for  the  needs  of  the  district. 


Hospital  Facilities. 

These  are  the  responsibility  ot  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 

The  main  general  hospitals  are  situated  at  Stratton  St.  Margaret 
and  Swindon,  which  also  provide  accommodation  for  maternity 
cases  in  a separate  institution. 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  are  admitted  to  the  Area  Isolation 
Hospital,  Swindon.  The  nearest  smallpox  hospital  is  at  Reading. 

Cases  under  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  are  admitted  to 
Elm  Court,  Stratton  St.  Margaret. 

Other  Facilities. 

Arrangements  for  the  following  services  operating  in  the 
District  are  made  by  the  County  Health  Committee: — 

Domiciliary  Midwifery. 

Health  Visiting. 

Home  Nursing. 

Vaccination  and  immunisation. 

Ambulances  and  Ambulance  Cars. 

Domestic  Helps. 

Services  under  Part  III  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act  for 
the  prevention  of  illness;  care  and  after-care;  health 
education. 

Mental  Health  Service. 
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GENERAL  OBSERVATIONS 

The  sanitary  circumstances  of  the  District  are  covered  compre- 
hensively in  Mr.  Underwood’s  report.  Certain  features  emerge  from 
his  account  and  I take  the  opportunity  of  making  the  following 
comments  in  support: — 


Housing  Statistics 

The  attention  of  the  Council  is  drawn  to  the  fact  that  1957  is 
the  first  year  in  which  the  number  of  houses  constructed  by  private 
enterprise  has  overtaken  the  number  of  houses  constructed  for  the 
Council.  This  means  that  development  is  continuing  in  the  District. 
It  is  urged  that  the  Council  shall  take  every  preliminary  step  to 
ensure  that  a safe  and  satisfactory  method  of  drainage  is  prepared 
when  these  new  private  enterprise  sites  are  developed. 


Water  Supplies 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  investigation  into  the  drinking  water 
of  the  District  revealed  in  particular  the  unsatisfactory  nature  of  the 
supplies  at  Elcombe  and  Bassett  Down.  The  Engineer  and  Surveyor 
prepared  schemes  to  improve  the  supply  in  these  localities.  In  the 
case  of  Bassett  Down  chlorination  was  suggested  as  a second  method 
of  choice. 

The  intensive  sampling  of  drinking  water  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  also  revealed  low  fluoride  level  in  the  water  supply  to 
certain  areas. 


Source  of  Supply 

Parts  per  million 

Latton 

Ogbourne 

Gadbourne 

Markham  Bottom 

Ashton  Keynes 

Lammy  Down  (Bishopstone)  . . . . 

Burderop  Estate 

Foxhill 

0-8  p.p.m.  fluoride 
. . . 015  „ 

■ ■ • 012  „ 

. . . 01 

. . . 0-34  „ 

■ • • 0-1 

• • • on  „ 

• • • 009  „ 

With  the  exception  of  the  Latton  supply  by  the  Swindon 
Corporation  all  these  estimates  of  fluoride  in  drinking  water  are 
exceptionally  low.  It  is  considered  that  a level  of  1-0  part  per  million 
fluoride  in  drinking  water  is  necessary  to  prevent  dental  caries  in 
infants  and  young  children.  The  incidence  of  dental  caries  in  the 
school  population  of  the  District  is  high  as  assessed  by  the  School 
Dental  Officer  and  it  is  not  unusual  for  children  in  this  District  to 
have  such  a degree  of  dental  decay  as  to  need  extraction  of  per- 
manent teeth. 
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Food  Premises 

Further  to  the  1956  Annual  Report  in  which  a full  account  by 
Mr.  Underwood  was  given  on  the  working  of  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations,  he  now  reports  that  improvement  is  maintained  and 
inspection  has  been  extended  to  food  vehicles.  It  should  give  some 
gratification  to  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  to  know  that  there  was 
no  serious  outbreak  of  Food  Poisoning  in  the  District  during  1957. 

Milk  Sampling 

Systematic  routine  sampling  of  the  milk  in  the  District  sold  to 
the  public  is  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  with  the 
assistance  of  the  Swindon  Area  Pathological  Laboratory.  At  no 
time  were  live  tubercle  bacilli  or  live  brucella  abortus  organisms 
found  in  samples  of  milk.  It  should  be  noted  that  as  from  April  1st, 
1957,  this  District  was  a “designated  area”  in  that  the  only  milk  to 
be  sold  to  the  public  should  bear  a special  designation.  This  was  a 
further  step  toward  the  elimination  of  bovine  tuberculosis. 

Meat  Inspection 

It  should  again  be  noted  that  all  meat  for  human  consumption 
from  animals  slaughtered  in  the  District  is  inspected  by  the  Public 
Health  Inspectors.  Mr.  Underwood  reports  that  the  incidence  of 
tuberculosis  in  animals  inspected  has  been  steadily  falling  since  1948. 
This  is  another  stage  in  the  elimination  of  bovine  tuberculosis. 

Inspection  of  Schools 

Mr.  Underwood  made  a comprehensive  report  on  the  sanitary 
conditions  of  the  schools  in  the  District.  This  report  is  in  harmony 
with  a report  made  by  the  Principal  School  Medical  Officer  of 
Wiltshire  County  Council  in  which  he  reported  to  the  Education 
Committee  that  while  the  present  programme  for  building  new 
secondary  modern  schools  will  eventually  go  a long  way  toward 
securing  satisfactory  conditions  of  secondary  school  children,  there 
were  about  67%  of  school  children  of  primary  school  age  in  the 
county. 

Caravans 

It  is  hoped  that  every  support  will  be  given  to  Mr.  Underwood 
in  the  policy  of  reducing  individual  licences  in  favour  of  licensed 
sites. 

Refuse  Collection 

The  Council  are  reminded  how  fortunate  they  are  in  having  the 
well  conducted  Wroughton  Tip.  Other  Districts  are  experiencing 
great  difficulty  in  finding  suitable  sites  for  disposal. 

From  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector’s  Report,  I draw  the 
conclusion  that  there  is  no  dangerous  public  health  problem  in  the 
District  at  present. 
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REPORT  OF  THE 


SENIOR  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTOR 
AND  HOUSING  OFFICER. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 

THE  HIGHWORTH  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  presenting  my  13th  Annual  Report  to  the 
Council,  showing  the  work  carried  out  in  the  Public  Health  Depart- 
ment under  my  supervision  during  the  year  1957. 

In  spite  of  the  amount  of  work  carried  out  on  meat  inspection 
and  slum  clearance  during  the  year,  and  changes  of  staff  it  was  still 
found  possible  to  deal  with  all  the  other  duties  required  by  Statute, 
including  such  items  as  the  provision  of  internal  water  supplies  to 
houses,  improved  drainage,  provision  of  proper  sanitary  accom- 
modation and  a routine  inspection  of  all  the  food  premises.  This 
reflects  credit  on  the  way  the  staff  carried  out  their  duties  during 
the  year. 

I would  again  like  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Council  and  Public  Health  and  Housing  Com- 
mittees for  their  continued  support  during  the  year,  and  also  to 
Doctor  Kershaw,  your  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  with  whom  there 
is  the  utmost  co-operation  and  cordial  relations.  This  remark  also 
applies  to  the  other  Chief  Officers  and  staffs,  and  without  the 
loyalty,  help  and  assistance  of  the  staff  of  the  Public  Health  and 
Housing  Departments  my  duties  would  be  far  more  difficult. 


I am,  Lady  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  G.  UNDERWOOD, 

Senior  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  Housing  Officer. 


March,  1958. 
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NUMBER  AND  NATURE  OF  INSPECTIONS 
CARRIED  OUT  DURING  1957. 

Public  Health  Acts. 

No.  of  houses  inspected  for  Public  Health  Reasons 
Revisits  to  above  ...... 

Complaints  General  ..... 

Revisits  ........ 

Infectious  disease  enquiries  .... 

Disinfection  ....... 

Faeces  Samples  ...... 

Visits  to  Path.  Lab. ...... 

Drainage  Inspections  ..... 

Revisits  ........ 

Public  Conveniences  ..... 

Refuse  Collection  ...... 

Refuse  Disposal  ...... 

Provision  of  Dustbins  ..... 

Water  Supplies  ...... 

Water  Sampling  ...... 

Streams  and  Watercourses  .... 

Keeping  of  animals ...... 

Verminous  Houses  ...... 

Disinfestation  ...... 

Rodent  Control  ...... 

Offensive  Trades  ...... 

Knackers  Yards  ...... 

Smoke  Observations  ..... 

Moveable  Dwellings  ..... 

Dealers  in  Scrap  Metal  ..... 


186 

268 

231 

141 

50 

8 

65 

220 

48 

12 

96 

429 

37 

86 

149 

25 

39 

30 

23 

571 

15 

13 

11 

204 

1 


Total  2,858 


Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

Meat  Inspection  .......  677 

Bakehouses  ........  54 

Butchers’  Shops  .......  18 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  ......  14 

Wet  and  Dried  Fish  Shops  .....  1 

General  Provisions  . . . . . . . 100 

Works’  Canteens,  Hostel  and  School  Meals  Depot  . 23 

Licensed  Premises  .......  21 

Delivery  Vehicles  .......  27 

Other  food  premises  . . . . . . 127 

Food  Manufacturing  premises  . . . . . 12 

Ice  cream  samples  .......  — 

Ice  cream  storage  and  sale  .....  2 


Total  1,076 
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Milk  and  Dairies. 

Milk  Samples ........  93 

Retail  Dairies.  .......  11 

Farms  and  Dairy  Farms  ......  4 

Milk  Suppliers  .......  9 


Total 

117 

Factories  Act. 

Factories  Inspection 

. 

96 

Revisits  ..... 

. 

52 

Outworkers  .... 

. 

37 

Fire  Certificates 

. 

9 

Total 

194 

Housing  Acts. 

Housing  Inspections  Section  II . 

156 

Revisits  to  Above  . 

113 

Housing  Survey 

66 

Overcrowding 

2 

Houses  licensed  for  reoccupation 

2 

Miscellaneous  Housing  Visits  . 

56 

Improvement  Grants 

200 

Visits  to  Council  Houses  . 

1,738 

Visits  under  Rent  Act  1957 

Total 

19 

2,352 

Miscellaneous. 

Shops  other  than  Food  Shops  . 

— 

Halls  and  Places  of  Entertainment 

— 

Storage  of  Petroleum 

53 

Rag  Flock  Act 

3 

Interviews  and  Appointments  . 

529 

Licensing  of  Slaughtermen 

3 

Miscellaneous  Public  Health  Visits 

791 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948  . 

4 

Schools  .... 

34 

Waste  Food  Order  . 

Total 

GRAND  TOTAL 

5 

1,422 

8,019 
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SECTION  ONE 


WATER  SUPPLIES  GENERALLY 

All  the  public  supplies  are  chlorinated,  and  results  of  sampling 
show  the  supplies  to  be  in  the  main  of  excellent  quality  with  certain 
reservations  in  the  supplies  from  Gadbourne  and  Markham  Bottom 
reported  upon  in  deatil  in  the  1956  report. 

Fewer  complaints  were  received  during  the  year  with  regard  to 
the  objectionable  smell,  colour  and  taste  of  the  water  supplied  by  the 
Swindon  Borough,  as  water  undertakers  in  your  area,  but  I am  by 
no  means  satisfied  that  the  complaints  will  not  reoccur,  and  it  is 
hoped  that  if  they  do  reoccur  the  water  undertakers  will  take  the 
proper  steps  to  provide  a pure  and  wholesome  supply  without  these 
complaints. 

Progress  continued  during  the  year  in  the  provision  of  piped 
water  supplies  inside  houses,  and  in  consequence  a further  reduction 
in  the  number  of  standtaps  throughout  the  area.  I am  of  the  opinion 
that  in  the  year  1958  we  ought  to  be  nearing  the  stages  whereby 
every  house  has  a main  water  supply  internally. 

In  1956,  91%  of  the  population  were  provided  with  a mains 
water  supply  inside  the  house,  and  in  1957  this  figure  had  increased 
to  93%.  A very  small  percentage  in  increase,  but  invaluable  to  the 
tenants  who  enjoyed  this  improvement,  and  I sincerely  hope  that 
this  increase  will  continue  nearer  to  the  100%  during  1958. 

It  is  difficult  to  envisage  the  Local  Authority  taking  over  the 
private  supplies  now  providing  water  for  some  of  the  population  in 
your  area  in  view  of  the  capital  restrictions,  but  they  do  continue  to 
give  a fairly  satisfactory  result  on  sampling,  and  in  a rural  district 
area  it  is  not  always  possible,  without  very  great  expense,  to  provide 
mains  supplies  to  all  the  individual  cottages  within  the  district,  but 
this  Department  must  continue  its  efforts,  wherever  possible,  to 
insist  on  a mains  water  supply  whenever  it  is  made  possible. 
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DETAILS  OF  ALL  WATER  SAMPLES  TAKEN  IN  THE 
VARIOUS  PARISHES 


Parish 

Total  No. : 
Samples 
taken. 
(Chem.  and 
Bact.) 

Total  No. 
Satisfactory. 

Total  No. 
Unsatis- 
factory. 

Bishopstone 

5 

4 

1 

Blunsdon  

25 

14 

11 

Castle  Eaton 

4 

4 

— 

Chisledon 

16 

14 

2 

Hannington 

2 

2 

— 

Haydon  Wick 

2 

1 

1 

Highworth 

13 

10 

3 

Inglesham 

4 

2 

2 

Liddington 

3 

3 

— 

South  Marston 

8 

8 

— 

Stanton  Fitzwarren  .... 

2 

2 

— 

Stratton  St.  Margaret  .... 

5 

5 

— 

Wanborough 

18 

12 

6 

Wroughton 

21 

17 

4 

TOTAL  

128 

98 

30 

Sampling  and  Analysis  of  Public  Supplies. 

Number  of  Samples  submitted  for  Bacteriological 


Examination  .......  52 

Number  of  Samples  giving  Unsatisfactory  Results  . 1 

Number  of  Samples  submitted  for  Chemical  Analysis  . 10 

Number  of  Samples  giving  Unsatisfactory  Results  . — 

Number  of  Samples  submitted  for  Fluoride  Test  . 3 


Number  of  new  connections  made  to  the  Public  Sup- 
plies in  1957 : — 

(1)  To  the  Swindon  Borough  Council’s  Mains  as 
Water  Undertakers  in  the  Highworth  Rural 
District  Council  Area: — - 

Domestic  Use  (Private  Property)  ...  190 

Domestic  Use  (Council  Property)  ...  1 

Trade  Purposes  (Metered) 1 

(2)  To  the  Highworth  Rural  District  Council’s 
Mains: 

Domestic  Use  (Private  Property)  ...  60 

Domestic  Use  (Council  Property)  ...  — 

Trade  Purposes  (Metered) 14 

TOTAL  CONNECTIONS  266 
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2.  Private  Supplies. 

There  are  six  main  private  supplies  in  the  District: — 


Source  of  Supply. 

1.  Elcombe  Supply, 

Wroughton. 

2.  Salthrop-Bassett  Down. 

3.  Burderop  Reservoir 

4.  Hodson  Supply. 

5.  Foxhill  Supply. 

6.  Bishopstone  Reservoir 


Owner. 

Wiltshire  County 
Council. 

Mr.  Arno  ld-Forster’s 
Estate. 

Calley  Estates. 

Calley  Estates. 

Mr.  Morton,  Foxhill. 
The  Church  Commis- 
sioners for  England. 


Area  of  District 
Supplied. 

Part  of  Elcombe. 

Part  of  Wroughton. 

Part  of  Chisledon. 
Part  of  Chisledon. 
Part  of  Wanborough 
Bishopstone. 


None  of  the  supplies  are  chlorinated.  The  results  of  the  samples 
taken  are  tabulated  below: — 


Parish. 

Total  No. 
of  Samples 
taken 

Total  No. 
Satisfactory 

Total  No. 
Unsatis- 
factory 

Bishopstone  : 

Church  Commissioners  . 

5 

4 

1 

Chisledon: 

Burderop  and  Hodson  . 

11 

9 

2 

Highworth: 

Min.  of  Supply,  Sevenhampton 

1 

1 

— 

South  Marston: 
Vickers-Armstrongs  Ltd. 

6 

6 

— 

Wroughton: 

Bassett  Down/Salthrop  House  . 

1 

1 

Elcombe 

1 

— 

1 

Wanborough: 

Foxhill 

7 

5 

2 

Total  

32 

26 

6 

Sampling  and  Analysis  of  Private  Supplies. 

Number  of  Samples  submitted  for  Bacteriological 

Examination  .......  25 

Number  of  Samples  giving  Unsatisfactory  Results  . 6 

Number  of  Samples  submitted  for  Chemical  Analysis  . 7 

Number  of  Samples  giving  Unsatisfactory  Results  . — 

Number  of  Samples  submitted  for  Fluoride  Test  . 5 
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3.  Individual  Supplies 

The  number  of  properties  using  shallow  wells  has  again 
decreased  during  the  year.  The  number  of  samples  taken  has 
increased,  mainly  due  to  a survey  of  supplies  in  the  Blunsdon  area. 
The  position  in  this  parish  is  not  satisfactory,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
the  area  will  receive  a mains  supply  in  the  not  too  distant  future. 

Most  of  the  Wanborough  samples  were  taken  at  one  farm,  and 
its  associated  cottages,  and  the  pollution  traced. 


Total  No. 

Total  No. 

Total  No. 

Parish 

of  Samples 

Satisfactory 

Unsatis- 

taken 

factory 

Blunsdon  

18 

7 

11 

Haydon  Wick 

1 

- 

1 

Highworth 

3 

- 

3 

Inglesham 

2 

- 

2 

Wanborough 

6 

2 

4 

Wroughton 

4 

2 

2 

Total  

34 

11 

23 

Sampling  and  Analysis  of  Individual  Supplies. 

Number  of  Samples  submitted  for  Bacteriological 

Examination  .......  34 

Number  of  Samples  giving  Unsatisfactory  Results  23 

Number  of  Samples  submitted  for  Chemical  Analysis  . — 

Number  of  Samples  giving  Unsatisfactory  Results 


Total  Number  of  Samples  submitted  for  Bacteriological 
Examination  from  Public,  Private  and  Individual 
Supplies  . . . . . . . HI 

Total  number  of  Samples  submitted  for  Chemical 
Analysis  from  Public,  Private  and  Individual 
Supplies  .......  17 

Total  Number  of  Samples  submitted  for  Fluoride  Test  . 8 


Total  Number  of  Samples  taken— all  purposes  . . 136 
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DETAILS  OF  PARISHES  IN  HIGHWORTH  RURAL  DISTRICT  WITH  NUMBER  OF  HOUSES  AND 
POPULATION  SUPPLIED  WITH  MAINS  WATER  INTO  HOUSES  OR  FROM  STANDPIPES. 
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Action  taken  under  Section  138  of  the  Public  Health  Act  1936, 
Section  30,  Water  Act  1945,  where  Individual  Water  Supplies  were 
sampled  and  the  Bacteriological  Examination  showed  that  the  existing 


supplies  were  unsatisfactory  for  domestic  purposes. 

Number  of  Water  Act  Notices  served  during  the  Year  . . 3 

Number  of  Water  Act  Notices  complied  with  during  the  Year  4 

Number  of  Houses  connected  to  Mains  as  a result  of  informal 
action  taken 9 


DETAILS  OF  COUNCIL  OWNED  STANDTAPS  STILL  IN 
USE  IN  VARIOUS  PARISHES. 


Parish 

Location  of  Standtap 

Blunsdon 

Hunts  Hill 

1 

Broad  Bush  

1 

Chisledon 

Strouds  Hill 

1 

Castle  Eaton . 

Near  School 

1 

Back  Lane  

1 

Highworth 

Sheep  Street 

1 

Eastrop 

1 

Hampton 

1 

Bishopstone  . 

Church  Farm  Cottages . 

1 

Near  School  

1 

Liddington  . 

Church  Road  .... 

1 

Near  School 

1 

Near  Church 

1 

Wroughton 

Prior’s  Hill 

1 

Total  . 

14 
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SECTION  TWO.  FOOD  GENERALLY 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD,  FOOD 
PREPARING  PREMISES  AND  FOOD  SHOPS 

Number  of  Premises  Registered  under  the  Provisions  of  Section  16 
of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

Number  of  Premises  registered  for  the  preparation  or  manu- 
facture of  sausages,  potted,  pressed,  pickled  or  preserved 
food 14 

Number  of  Premises  registered  for  the  manufacture  and  sale 

of  Ice  Cream 1 

Number  of  Premises  registered  for  the  sale  of  prepacked  ice- 
cream   66 

Total  number  of  Premises  registered 81 

Number  of  Inspections  carried  out  at  Registered  Food 
Premises 148 


Total  Number  of  Food  Premises  of  all  types  in  the  District 
as  shown  by  type  of  business  on  Page  No.  31  ....  223 


A full  report  was  made  in  the  1956  Annual  Report  on  the 
working  of  the  above-named  Regulations,  and  very  satisfactory 
results  in  the  food  premises  were  obtained;  work  under  this  heading 
has  continued  during  the  year  1957. 

The  necessary  inspections  were  well  maintained  in  spite  of  a 
shortage  of  staff  during  the  year,  and  much  advice  was  given  by 
the  Inspectors  and  taken  by  food  traders,  resulting  in  a further 
general  improvement  which  helps  to  protect  the  general  public  by 
the  more  hygienic  handling  and  dispensing  of  food. 

Sinks,  hot  and  cold  water  supplies,  towels,  refrigerators,  glass 
screens  and  other  improvements  were  very  much  more  in  evidence 
during  the  past  year,  and  other  additional  items  which  were  not 
requested  by  notice  were  provided  by  food  traders,  and  there  is 
very  much  more  evidence  of  willingness  of  food  traders  to  comply 
with  all  the  provisions  of  the  Food  Regulations.  However,  warnings 
were  still  necessary  during  the  year  in  isolated  cases  of  smoking  by 
food  handlers,  even  after  the  strongest  measures  had  been  taken  by 
the  food  traders  themselves  insisting  on  compliance  with  this 
Regulation. 
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Food  vehicles  were  also  inspected  during  the  year,  one  of  the 
outstanding  problems  being  the  legible  marking  of  vehicles  with  the 
owner’s  name  and  address,  but  we  have  received  co-operation  from 
food  traders  using  such  vehicles,  and  there  is  a marked  improvement 
on  the  standard  of  the  vehicles. 

I submit  below  a detailed  list  of  food  premises  within  the 
Council’s  area  showing  the  distribution  of  food  premises  in  the 
Parishes. 

All  Notices  served  during  1957  were  complied  with. 
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DETAILS  OF  FOOD  PREMISES  IN  THE  DISTRICT  SUBJECT  TO  THE  FOOD  HYGIENE 

REGULATIONS  1955. 
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Food  Poisoning 

Three  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  to  the  Department 
for  investigation,  and  the  details  of  such  cases  were  reported  to  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  his  attention.  I am  pleased  to  report 
that  no  serious  cases  of  widespread  food  poisoning  were  notified  in 
the  area. 


Preparation  and  Sale  of  Ice  Cream 

There  are  no  ice  cream  manufacturers  in  the  true  sense  of  the 
word  within  your  area.  One  of  the  premises  is  registered  for  the 
manufacture  of  ice  cream  by  the  cold  mix  method,  but  there  was  no 
ice  cream  manufacture  during  the  year. 

There  are  ice  cream  vendors  licensed  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream, 
and  all  the  ice  cream  sold  is  pre-packed. 

No  samples  were  taken  during  the  year,  but  sampling  of  ice 
cream  will  be  carried  out  during  the  year  1958. 
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SECTION  THREE 

MILK  SUPPLIES 

MILK  AND  DAIRIES  REGULATIONS,  1949-1954 

Number  of  Dairies  registered  at  31.12.1957  5 

Number  of  Distributors  registered  at  31.12.1957  ...  13 

Number  of  Producer  Retailers  registered  at  31.12.1957  . 6 

Number  of  Visits  to  Dairies,  re  supplies  and  samples,  etc.  114 


Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949 
Milk  (Special  Designation)  (Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk) 
Regulations,  1949 


Number  of  Dealers  licensed  to  sell  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk 

at  31.12.1957  . 12 

Number  of  Dealers  licensed  to  sell  Pasteurised  Milk  at 

31.12.1957  . 12 

Number  of  Dealers  licensed  to  sell  Sterilised  Milk  at 

31.12.1957  3 

Number  of  Dealers  granted  Supplementary  Licences  to  sell 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  at  31.12.1957  7 

Number  of  Dealers  granted  Supplementary  Licences  to  sell 

Pasteurised  Milk  at  31.12.1957  8 

Number  of  Dealers  granted  Supplementary  Licences  to  sell 
Sterilised  Milk  at  31.12. 1957  4 

Total  Number  of  Licences  issued  at  31.12.1957  ....  46 


DETAILS  OF  MILK  SAMPLES  TAKEN  AND  SUBMITTED  FOR 
METHYLENE  BLUE  REDUCTION  TEST  AND/OR  BIOLOGICAL 

EXAMINATION 


Designation 

Methylene  Blue  Reduction  Test 

Biological  Examination 

Samples 

Taken 

Number 

Passed 

Number 

Failed 

Number 

Void 

Samples 

Taken 

Nega- 

tive 

Posi- 

tive 

Void 

Tuberculin 
Tested  . 

33 

31 

2 

26 

25 

1 

T.T.  Pasteur- 
ised 

3 

3 

_ 

1 

1 

Ungraded 

Milk  . . 

6 

5 

1 

— 

6 

6 

— 

— 

Total  . 

42 

39 

3 

— 

33 

32 

1 

BIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  FOR  BRUCELLA  ABORTUS 


Number  of  Samples 

Number  passed  — 

Number  positive 

Taken 

negative 

48 

34 

14 

33 


The  last  named  samples  were  taken  after  two  samples  from  a 
milk  roundsman  had  given  positive  results.  Further  samples  were 
then  taken  from  the  dairy  farm  on  the  6 a.m.  milkings  until  the 
positive  reactors  were  traced.  At  this  juncture  the  farmer  volun- 
tarily sent  all  his  milk  to  a pasteurisation  plant,  thus  preventing  any 
possibility  of  infection  being  passed  to  the  public. 

There  was  a further  reduction  in  the  number  of  milk  samples 
which  were  taken  for  examination  during  1956,  but  this  was  not  due 
to  the  fact  that  more  attention  could  not  be  given  to  this  duty  but 
that  it  was  felt  unnecessary  to  duplicate  the  milk  samples  which 
were  being  submitted. 

It  should  be  realised  that  the  milk  suppliers  supply  milk  to 
adjoining  authorities  where  samples  are  also  taken  both  for  the 
methylene  blue  reduction  test,  biological  examination  and  the  ring 
test,  and  I feel  that  the  number  of  samples  taken  is  a realistic  figure 
which  gives  a thorough  check  on  the  milk  supplies  in  your  area. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  of  the  42  samples  taken  for  methylene 
blue  reduction  test  only  three  failed,  and  that  in  the  biological 
examinations  33  samples  were  submitted  and  none  were  positive. 

The  Council’s  area  is  now  within  the  designated  area  of  the 
County  of  Wiltshire  where  all  milk  must  be  of  designation,  and  it  is 
interesting  to  note  the  increase  in  the  amount  of  Tuberculin 
Tested  Channel  Islands  milk  which  is  sold  in  the  area.  Of  the  21  milk 
suppliers  in  the  district,  16  now  provide  Tuberculin  Tested  Channel 
Islands  milk. 
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SECTION  FOUR 


MEAT  INSPECTION 
St.  Margaret  Wiltshire  Bacon  Factory 

Although  cases  of  foot-and-mouth  disease  occurred  in  the  area 
during  the  year,  and  the  foot-and-mouth  restrictions  were  in  opera- 
tion, the  number  of  pigs  slaughtered  and  inspected  were  in  excess  of 
the  number  slaughtered  and  inspected  in  1956.  This  will  be  noticed 
from  the  accompanying  tables,  but  for  quick  reference  the  figures 
are  1956—30,736;  1957—31,090. 

As  always  in  your  area,  100%  inspection  of  all  animals  slaugh- 
tered was  maintained.  The  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Department 
are  all  qualified  meat  inspectors  and  on  an  average  some  600  pigs 
per  week  were  inspected.  Satisfactory  supervision,  both  ante-mortem 
and  post-mortem,  were  carried  out,  and  it  was  found  to  be  necessary 
for  the  Inspectors  to  be  present  for  the  full  period  of  slaughter  being 
from  Monday  to  Thursday. 

It  is  realised  by  the  Department  that  without  100%  meat 
inspection  there  could  be  a real  danger  to  public  health,  and  I feel 
the  Local  Authority  should  be  complimented  in  seeing  that  this 
vital  service  is  maintained  at  its  present  level.  Much  has  been  said 
about  inadequate  meat  inspection  throughout  the  country,  and 
in  this  your  Authority  gives  a lead  by  insisting  on  this  type  of 
inspection,  and  it  is  hoped  that  in  the  very  near  future  all 
Authorities  will  be  carrying  out  this  form  of  inspection. 

With  the  presence,  full-time,  of  the  Inspectors  it  also  leads  to  a 
greater  attention  to  food  hygiene  within  the  factory,  and  in  this  we 
have  been  greatly  assisted  by  the  management,  who  at  all  times 
have  been  co-operative  in  trying  to  attain  the  highest  level  of  food 
hygiene,  it  being  fully  realised,  however,  that  this  factory  is  not  a 
modern  building,  and  in  some  cases  it  is  difficult  to  give  a very  high 
standard. 

Structural  improvements  continue  to  be  carried  out,  however, 
and  I am  hopeful  that  in  the  next  year  very  good  improvements  will 
be  carried  out  to  the  dispatch  room,  which  at  the  present  time  is 
giving  a little  cause  for  concern. 

The  incidence  of  tuberculosis  found  at  the  factory  shows  a 
decrease  since  1948,  and  it  is  hoped  that  by  Wiltshire  being  a 
designated  area  there  will  be  an  even  greater  reduction  in  the  future 
in  the  number  of  cases  which  are  discovered  by  the  inspectors. 
Further  evidence  as  to  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis  in  the  Bacon 
Factory  is  shown  on  the  attached  form. 
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There  is  still  a friendly  co-operation  between  the  Veterinary 
Services  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  and  at 
all  times  they  have  proved  to  be  most  helpful  in  any  case  in  which 
we  have  needed  their  assistance. 

Regular  notifications  to  that  Department  are  given  by  the 
Public  Health  Department  where  there  are  fairly  heavy  incidence 
of  tuberculosis  from  certain  farms,  and  these  are  followed  up  by 
the  Ministry  as  required. 

During  the  year  cases  again  occurred  of  pigs  arriving  at  the 
Factory  in  either  a moribund  state  or  dead.  Some,  it  was  obvious, 
had  been  suffocated  by  the  congregation  of  pigs  in  one  corner  of 
the  van,  and  this  was  particularly  noticeable  during  the  warm 
weather.  It  could  be  that  too  many  pigs  were  conveyed  at  one  time, 
or  that  the  pigs  had  been  heavily  fed  before  commencing  their 
journey.  This  is  obvious  waste,  and  no  doubt  pig  dealers  are  as 
concerned  about  this  as  we  are,  and  will  in  the  future  be  taking  the 
necessary  steps  to  cure  this  problem  of  travelling. 
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CARCASSES  AND  ORGANS  CONDEMNED 


56  Complete  carcasses  and  organs 
620^  lbs.  Part  carcasses 
1520  Pig  heads 
263  Complete  plucks 
588  V Pig  livers 
965  Pig  Kidneys 


2702  Pig  Lungs  (sets) 


1091  Gallons  of  Blood 


410  Pig  Hearts 
171  Pig  spleens 
333  Pig  Guts 
318  Pig  Flecks 


J.  Reason,  High  Street,  Highworth 

In  addition  to  the  St.  Margaret  Wiltshire  Bacon  Factory,  the 
Council  have  a further  slaughterhouse  in  operation  where  cattle, 
calves,  sheep  and  pigs  are  slaughtered. 

This  slaughterhouse  is  well  maintained,  and  the  standard  is  very 
high. 

Again  a 100%  inspection  is  carried  out,  and  attached  below  are 
details  of  animals  slaughtered  and  inspected  during  the  year,  and  the 
amount  of  meat  and  offal  found  unfit  for  human  consumption. 


DETAILS  OF  ANIMALS  SLAUGHTERED  AND  INSPECTED 


Cows 
Bullocks 
Heifers  . 


18 

39 

34 


Pigs 


Calves  . 


Sheep  and  Lambs  . . . 360 


17 

97 


CARCASSES  AND  ORGANS  CONDEMNED 


Complete  Carcasses  . 24  lbs. 


Meat 207  lbs. 

Offal 279^  lbs. 


Total  . . . .510^  lbs. 
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CARCASSES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 
IN  WHOLE  OR  IN  PART 


« 

Cattle 

exclud. 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  .... 

74 

18 

17 

370 

31,390 

Nil 

Number  inspected  . 

All  diseases  except  Tuber- 
culosis and  Cysticerci: 
Whole  Carcasses  con- 

74 

18 

17 

370 

31,390 

Nil 

demned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 

42 

Nil 

demned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than  tuber- 

10 

10 

1 

8 

4,272 

Nil 

culosis  and  custicerci  . 
Tuberculosis  only:  Whole 

13-5% 

55% 

58% 

2-1% 

13-6% 

Nil 

carcasses  condemned  . 
Carcasses  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 

26 

Nil 

demned 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 

1 

1,785 

Nil 

tuberculosis 

Cysticercosis : Carcasses  of 
which  some  part  or  organ 

55% 

5-8% 

Nil 

was  condemned 

Carcasses  submittedtotreat- 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nil 

ment  by  refrigeration  . 
Generalised  and  totally  con- 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nil 

demned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nil 

VOLUNTARY  SURRENDER  OF  UNSOUND  FOOD 

During  the  year  the  following  foodstuffs  were  inspected,  and 
found  to  be  unfit  for  human  consumption.  Surrender  notes  were 
issued  to  the  Retailers  concerned. 


140  lbs.  Frozen  whole  egg 
44  lbs.  Egg  Albumen 
lbs.  Processed  Peas 
12|  lbs.  Loin  and  Shoulder  of 
Lamb 

19|  lbs.  Corned  Beef 
50  lbs.  Cooked  shoulders  of  ham 
2f  lbs.  Peaches 

1 lb.  Pineapples 

6|  lbs.  Tinned  tomatoes 

2 lbs.  Stewed  Steak 


| lb.  Sweet  Corn 
174  lbs.  Chilled  Beef 
| lb.  Minced  Beef  Loaf 
4 lbs.  Tinned  Brisket  of  Beef 
8 lbs.  Peach  Pulp 
18  lbs.  Pork 
4 lbs.  Chopped  Pork 
2{  lbs.  Garden  Peas 
31^  lbs.  Margarine 
14  pints  Evaporated  Milk 
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SECTION  FIVE 


FACTORIES  ACT,  1937 
LIST  OF  FACTORIES  IN  THE  DISTRICT 

Aero  Manufacturers  and  Repairs 2 

Agricultural  Crop  Driers 1 

Animal  Residuals 1 

Basket  Maker 1 

Bakers  and  Confectioners 9 

Brewing  and  Mineral  Waters 2 

Brickmaking 1 

Bacon  Curing 1 

Blacksmiths 4 

Boot  Repairs 3 

Cabinet  Making  and  Carpentry 4 

Concrete  Block  Making 1 

Electronics 1 

Engineering,  including  Repairs  to  Motor  Vehicles  ....  25 

Firewood  Merchants 2 

Food  Canning 1 

Founders  and  Welders 1 

Gut  Scraper 1 

Joinery,  Wheelwrights,  Undertakers,  Woodworkers  ...  8 

Letter  File  Making 1 

Laundry 1 

Mat  and  Rug  Manufacturing 1 

Metal  Sorting 4 

Motor  Body  and  Caravan  Builders 2 

Pig  Food  Processor 1 

Radio,  Television  and  Repairs 2 

Saddlers 2 

Sausage  Making  1 

Saw  Mills 1 

Tailoring 2 

Wooden  Box  Manufacturers 1 

Total 88 
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FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948 


(I)  Inspections 


Premises 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspec- 

tions 

Written 

Notices 

Occu- 

piers 

Prose- 

cuted 

Factories  in  which  Sections  1,  2,  3, 

4 and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

14 

24 

Factories  not  included  in  above,  in 
which  Section  7 is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority 

74 

119 

1 

_ 

Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  Out-Workers’  premises)  . 

4 

4 





Total  

92 

147 

1 

— 

(2)  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found 


Particulars 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspec. 

Referred 

by 

H.M. 

Inspec. 

Number 
of  cases 
in 

which 

prose- 

cutions 

were 

institd. 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l) 









_ 

Overcrowding  (S.2). 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 



Ineffective  drainage  of  floors 

(S.6)  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

I 

1 

— 

— 



(b)  Unsuitable  or  defec- 

tive 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes 

— 

— 

— 

— 



Other  offences  against  the 

Act  (not  incl.  Outworkers) 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Total  

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 
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OUTWORKERS 


Notification  was  received  of  13  persons  engaged  in  outwork 
in  the  district  during  the  year,  such  homework  including  the  making 
of  Letter  Files,  Gloves  and  other  garments. 

Home  conditions  were  inspected  in  each  case,  and  found  to  be 
satisfactory. 


SECTION  34,  CERTIFICATES  OF  MEANS  OF  ESCAPE  IN 

CASE  OF  FIRE 

All  factories  for  which  Fire  Certificates  are  required  under 
Section  34  of  the  Factories  Act  1937  were  visited  during  the  year, 
and  the  certificates  for  4 factories,  employing  approximately  750 
persons  in  all,  were  extensively  revised. 

It  is  intended  that  further  Certificates  will  be  reviewed  during 
the  coming  year. 
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SECTION  SIX.— PUBLIC  HEALTH  GENERALLY 
INSPECTION  OF  SCHOOLS 

A detailed  survey  of  all  schools  in  the  district  was  carried  out 
in  the  early  part  of  the  year,  with  particular  reference  to  sanitary 
accommodation,  washing  facilities,  and  preparation  of  school 
meals.  The  premises  inspected  varied  from  five  modern  schools  with 
very  few  defects,  to  a picturesque  cabin  deep  in  the  country  with  21 
pupils,  and  no  water  supply  or  drainage  system. 

It  is  disturbing  to  note  that  of  the  23  schools  in  the  district, 
only  two  proved  entirely  satisfactory,  with  regard  to  sanitary 
accommodation,  and  four  as  regards  washing  facilities.  Of  19 
schools  serving  school  meals  only  five  were  found  to  comply  as 
well  as  one  would  wish  with  the  requirements  of  the  Food  Hygiene 
Regulations. 

The  following  table  briefly  summarises  the  main  findings  of  the 
survey  under  its  three  principal  headings: — 


TYPE  OF 

SCHOOL 

Modern, 

excellently 

equipped 

Older 
schools 
reasonably 
equipped 
and  well 
maintained. 

Small 

village 

schools 

facilities 

limited. 

Isolated 
village 
school  - 
facilities 
primitive. 

Number  of  schools  . 
Sanitary  Accommodation: 

5 

10 

7 

1 

Insufficient  . 

Chemical  or  pail  type 

3 

8 

5 

1 

(no  proper  drainage) 

— 

— 

3 

1 

Insanitary  urinal . 
Defective  fittings/struc- 

— 

1 

6 

1 

tural 

Washing  A ccommodation : 

— 

1 

2 

1 

Insufficient  . 

No  internal  water  sup- 

1 

10 

6 

1 

ply 

— 

— 

1 

1 

No  hot  water 

Defective  fittings/struc- 

— 

8 

6 

1 

tural 

Food  Preparation , etc. 

No.  of  Schools  serving 

2 

3 

1 

meals 

No.  completely  separate: 
(i)  Food  preparation 

5 

8 

5 

1 

room  .... 

— 

3 

3 

— 

(ii)  Dining-room 

No.  separate: 

(i)  Washing  accom- 

2 

2 

4 

modation  . 

(ii)  Sanitary  accom- 
modation for  food 

7 

5 

1 

handlers 

— 

7 

5 

1 

Unsuitable  equipment  . 

— 

I 

4 

1 

Otherwise  unsatisfactory 

— 

3 

3 

1 
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NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948.  SECTION  50. 

During  the  year  it  was  only  necessary  to  arrange  for  the  burial 
of  one  person  under  Section  50  of  the  National  Assistance  Act  1948 

SHOPS  ACT  1950. 

The  concentration  in  1957  was  on  the  inspection  of  food  shops, 
shops  other  than  food  shops  were  visited  by  the  inspectors  but  there 
was  no  difficulty  with  regard  to  compliance  with  the  Shops  Act. 
OFFENSIVE  TRADES 

There  are  two  Offensive  Trades  established  within  the  District: 

(1)  Marshgate  Works,  Stratton  Road,  Stratton  St.  Margaret, 
involving  tallow  melting  and  bone  boiling  in  conjunction 
with  a knacker’s  yard  established  prior  to  1900.  The  knacker’s 
yard  was  inspected  regularly  by  the  Inspectors  during  the 
year,  and  the  conditions  found  were  a very  great  improvement 
on  previous  years.  Some  difficulty  still  arises  from  odours 
from  the  processing  plant,  but  the  plant  is  now  of  very 
modern  design  and  every  step  is  taken  by  the  management 
to  mitigate  foul  odours  from  the  processing.  There  is  good 
co-operation  between  the  management  and  the  Public 
Health  Department,  and  they  are  ready  and  willing  to  take 
advice  from  the  Department  at  all  times. 

(2)  Premises  off  Swindon  Road,  Wroughton,  for  gut  scraping, 
licensed  in  1907. 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  ACT,  1933/1954.  SECTION  3. 

The  number  of  slaughtermen  granted  licences  by  the  Authority 
to  slaughter  or  stun  animals  was  21  on  the  1st  January,  1957.  This 
shows  a reduction  of  one,  one  applicant  being  aged  did  not  renew 
his  licence. 

CARAVANS— GENERALLY 

Some  difficulty  is  still  experienced  with  regard  to  the  nomad 
type  of  caravan  dweller,  who  in  various  seasons  moves  into  this 
area.  During  1957  it  was  not  necessary  to  take  proceedings,  and 
after  a reasonable  time  the  casual  caravan  dwellers  moved  on  to 
another  area. 

It  is  pleasing  to  note  that  the  Council’s  policy  of  trying  to 
reduce  the  number  of  individual  caravan  licences  was  successful  as 
can  be  seen  from  the  table  below,  the  number  being  reduced  from 
50  in  1956  to  38  in  1957;  however,  it  will  also  be  noted  that  the 
number  of  caravans  on  licensed  sites  increased  during  the  same 
period  from  20  to  108. 

As  I have  previously  stated  in  Annual  Reports,  where  a Local 
Authority  is  reasonable  and  accepts  the  problem  that  persons  in 
caravans  must  reside  somewhere,  that  the  caravan  dwellers  tend  to 
move  into  that  reasonable  Authority’s  area,  while  other  Authorities 
who  give  no  consideration  whatever  to  this  problem  persist  in 
persuading  applicants  for  caravans  to  move  into  adjoining  districts 
to  obtain  a licence.  I still  feel  that  this  is  unfair,  and  that  nationally 
Local  Authorities  should  be  pressed  to  provide  adequate  sites  for  a 
certain  number  of  caravans  within  their  area. 
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PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT  1936.  SECTION  269 
MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS  AND  CARAVAN  SITES 


Number  of  Individual  Licences  issued  during  1957  ...  34 

Number  of  Licences  refused  on  Public  Health  grounds  . . — 

Number  of  Site  licences  issued 1 

Number  of  Individual  Caravans  sited  as  at  31.12.1957  . . 38 

Number  of  Site  Licences  as  at  31.12.1957  6 

Number  of  Caravans  on  Licensed  Sites  as  at  31.12.1957  . . . 108 

Number  of  Visits  paid  (including  visits  to  casual  campers)  . 189 


SUMMARY  OF  MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS  SITED  IN  THE 
DISTRICT  GIVING  DISTRIBUTION  IN  PARISHES 


Parish 

Caravans  with  Independent 
Licences 

Caravans  on  Licensed 

Sites 

1951 

1952  1953  1954  1955  1956  1957 

1951 

1952 

1953  1954  1955 

1956  1957 

Bishopstone  . 

3 

2 

2 

Blunsdon  . 

3 

4 

5 

3 

3 

3 

3 

10 

10 

34 

42 

61 

62 

70 

Castle  Eaton  . 

— 

1 

Chisledon  . 

3 

4 

4 

1 

2 

2 

2 

Haydon  Wick 

1 

Highworth 

4 

7 

3 

3 

3 

4 

4 

Inglesham  . . 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

Liddington 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Sth.  Marston  . 

2 

— 

1 

2 

4 

2 

2 

Strat.  S.  Marg. 

25 

25 

15 

17 

18 

19 

21 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

12 

12 

Wanborough  . 

3 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

3 

Wroughton 

5 

13 

5 

7 

3 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

14 

16 

16 

Total  . 

50 

59 

37 

36 

35 

34 

38 

20 

20 

44 

52 

93 

100 

108 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  AMENDMENT  ACT,  1907 

Under  the  provisions  of  Section  86  of  the  Public  Health 
Amendment  Act,  1907,  there  are  eight  firms  registered  within  the 
district  as  being  Old  Metal  Dealers,  and  they  are  permanent  in 
character. 

There  is  no  change  from  the  report  made  in  1956. 

WORKS  OF  DRAINAGE  AND  SANITARY  IMPROVEMENT 

During  the  year  the  following  works  of  drainage  and  sanitary 
improvement  were  carried  out  to  houses  in  the  district. 

This  work  is  by  informal  notice  and  work  which  does  not 
include  an  Improvement  Grant. 

Provision  of  69  water  closets,  provision  of  25  sinks,  provision 
of  adequate  drainage  to  12  houses.  Since  the  rural  housing 
survey  was  continued  in  1955  the  following  total  works  have  been 
carried  out. 

145  water  closets 
57  sinks 

18  houses  provided  with  adequate  drainage 
8 houses  provided  with  bathrooms. 

The  details  of  work  carried  out  under  Improvement  Grants 
are  shown  later  in  the  report. 
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SECTION  SEVEN 

REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 
Vehicles 

1 Dennis  Paxit  18  cubic  yard  Diesel.  Acquired  24/8/1953. 
1 Dennis  Side  Loader  12  cubic  yard  Petrol.  Acquired  31/5/1951. 
1 Dennis  Side  Loader  10  cubic  yard  Petrol.  Acquired  7/9/1948. 

Staff 

Forerrfdn,  three  drivers,  five  loaders,  one  Tipman. 


Statistical  Details 

Number  of  houses  in  the  district  . 

Size  of  district 

Number  of  Business  Premises,  Indus- 
trial, etc 

Refuse  Disposal 

Method  of  Collection 

Estimated  quantity  of  refuse  collected 
Overall  cost  of  service  .... 
Cost  per  premises  per  annum 


6,694 

48,549  Acres 
336 

Controlled  tip  at  Wroughton 
Weekly,  kerbside 
6,780  tons 
£8,254  13s.  Od. 

£1  3s.  6d. 


VEHICLE  WORKINGS 


Vehicle 

Engine 

Mileage 

Fuel 

consumpt. 
No.  Galls. 

Fuel  Cost 

£ s.  d. 

Miles  per 
Gall. 

Fuel  cost 
per  mile 

Paxit 

Diesel 

8945 

920 

208 

18 

4 

9-72 

5-6d. 

10  cu.yd. 

Petrol 

12211 

1782 

392 

13 

8 

6-85 

7-7d. 

12  cu.yd. 

Petrol 

12082 

1845 

396 

19 

6 

6-55 

8-0d. 

SALVAGE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 


Material 

1956 

1957 

Weight 

T.  C.  Q.  lbs 

Value 
£ s.  d. 

Weight 

T.  C.  Q.  lbs 

Value 
£ s.  d. 

Paper  . . . . 

51  12  3 21 

332  18  10 

45  7 1 25 

249  0 6 

Metal  . . . . 

6 8 2 - 

26  4 5 

- 4 1 12 

3 1 9 

Rags  . . . . 

- 2 - 14 

2 11  0 

- - 2 14 

17  2 

Total 

58  3 2 7 

361  14  3 

45  12  1 23 

252  19  5 

During  the  year  a weekly  collection  was  maintained  throughout 
the  District. 

Once  again  the  year’s  working  brought  no  labour  problems  and 
any  casual  vacancies  were  filled  by  reference  to  the  Ministry  of 
Labour  and  without  recourse  to  advertising  in  the  local  press,  as  in 
previous  years. 
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At  one  period  during  the  year  the  houses  and  properties 
adjoining  the  Wroughton  tip  were  fairly  heavily  infested  with  flies, 
with  the  Tip  accused  as  being  the  source.  It  was  proved,  however, 
that  this  was  not  so  as  systematic  and  frequent  dressing  with  Gam- 
maxane  keeps  the  Tip  free  from  fly  and  other  insect  infestations. 
The  theory  is  advanced  that  the  vehicles  bring  flies  in  with  the  new 
refuse,  the  flies  will  not  stay  on  the  Tip  face  because  of  the  insecti- 
cide, and  therefore  move  to  the  nearest  harbourage,  namely, 
dwellinghouses. 

As  can  be  seen  from  the  above  table  the  collection  and  disposal 
of  salvage  continues  to  bring  in  a small  income.  It  is,  however,  I 
feel  fair  to  say  that  there  is  little  effort  made  by  householders  to 
separate  salvageable  materials,  and  also  that  in  spite  of  the  incentive 
of  a small  bonus  refuse  workers  as  a whole  are  not  salvage  minded. 

Rodent  and  Pest  Control 

Prevention  of  damage  by  Pests  Act  1949. 

Record  of  Local  Authority  Control  during  1957. 


Property 

Inspections 
and  visits 
made 

Infestn.  Analysis 

Properties 

Treated 

R 

Major 

ats 

Minor 

Mice 

Council  Houses  . 

108 

26 



14 

12 

Sewage  Works,  etc.  . 

29 

9 

2 

7 

— 

Private  Dwellings 

291 

51 

— 

45 

6 

Business  Premises 

60 

11 

2 

6 

3 

Wilts  C.C.  . . . 

20 

3 

— 

— 

3 

Agricultural  Proper- 
ties   

15 

2 

1 

1 

— 

Total  . . . . 

523 

102 

5 

73 

24 

It  is  noticeable  that  almost  50%  more  treatments  were  carried 
out  this  year  as  compared  with  1956,  the  largest  increase  being  at 
the  end  of  the  summer  when  the  normal  migration  from  open  land 
towards  houses  and  other  buildings  began. 

This  increase  has  been  common  to  most  areas,  and  several 
theories  have  been  advanced  as  to  why  it  should  be  so,  most  of  them 
being  based  on  climatic  conditions.  In  this  area  it  is  unfortunate  that 
the  local  Agricultural  Executive  Committee  have  been  without  a 
rodent  operator  for  many  months,  and  it  would  also  appear  that 
many  farmers  are  carrying  out  their  own  treatment  using  one  of  the 
proprietary  brands  of  ready  mixed  “Warfarin.”  Whilst  it  is  appreci- 
ated that  effective  control  by  the  farmer  of  his  own  property  may 
be  one  of  the  answers  to  the  rat  problem  it  is  doubtful  whether 
effective  control  is  carried  out  owing  to  the  time  and  cost  factor. 

Sewer  treatments  were  carried  out  as  recommended  by  the 
Ministry,  using  Zinc  Phosphide  and  Arsenic  as  poisons  and  sausage 
rusk  as  the  bait.  It  is  noted  that  the  Ministry  have  now  given  their 
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blessing  to  the  use  of  “Warfarin”  in  sewers,  subject  to  certain 
conditions,  and  it  is  possible  that  with  careful  and  systematic 
treatment  a greater  degree  of  control  may  now  be  possible  over 
sewer  system  infestations. 


FUMIGATION  FOR  VERMIN,  INSECTS  AND  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES 

During  the  year  39  premises  were  treated  by  the  usual  insecti- 
cides and  fumigants  for  infestation  by  the  following  pests: — 


Bugs  . 
Ear-wigs  . 
Flies  . 


10 

28 
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SECTION  EIGHT 

PETROLEUM  CONSOLIDATION  ACTS  1928  and  1936 

Below  is  a table  giving  particulars,  in  Parish  order,  of  the  number 
of  licences  granted,  the  quantity  stored  and  the  number  of  filling 
stations  and  private  stores  within  the  District. 


Parish 

Number  of  Licences 

Quantity 

Stored 

Galls. 

Total 

Stored 

Galls. 

Bishopstone 

5 Private  Stores 

1,550 

1,550 

Blunsdon  

3 Private  Stores 

850 

3,850 

1 Filling  Station 

3,000 

Castle  Eaton  .... 

2 Private  Stores 

800 

800 

Chisledon 

5 Private  Stores 

1,400 

3 Filling  Stations 

8,000 

9,400 

Haydon  Wick  . 

1 Private  Store 

250 

250 

Highworth 

9 Private  Stores 

3,250 

3 Filling  Stations 

3,600 

6,850 

Liddington 

2 Private  Stores 

750 

750 

South  Marston  . . . . 

3 Private  Stores 

22,500 

1 Filling  Station 

2,000 

24,500 

Stratton  St.  Margaret  . 

16  Private  Stores 

16,200 

8 Filling  Stations 

11,300 

27,500 

Wanborough  . 

6 Private  Stores 

1,950 

2 Filling  Stations 

1,800 

3,750 

Wroughton 

7 Private  Stores 

3,650 

2 Filling  Stations 

3,100 

6,750 

Total  

79  Licences 

85,950 

85,950 

Total  quantity  in  gallons  Licensed  for  Private  Users  . . 53,150 

Total  quantity  in  gallons  licensed  for  Filling  Stations  . 32,800 

Grand  Total  of  quantity  licensed 85,950 

Number  of  Licences  in  respect  of  Private  Stores  ...  59 

Number  of  Licences  in  respect  of  Filling  Stations  ...  20 

Total  number  of  Licences  issued 79 


CARBIDE  OF  CALCIUM 


Chisledon 

Stratton  St.  Margaret 

1 Private  Store 

1 Private  Store 

2,240  lbs. 
44,800  lbs. 

Total  

2 Private  Stores 

47,040  lbs. 

Total  number  of  Inspections  to  all  of  the  above  premises 

during  the  year 42 
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SECTION  NINE.  HOUSING  ACTS  1936/57 

HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  1957. 

1.  Number  of  permanent  dwellings  in  District  at  end  of  year  6,694 

2.  Number  of  permanent  dwellings  in  District  owned  by  Local 

Authority 2,006 

3.  Number  of  applications  for  Council  houses  at  end  of  year  237 

4.  Inspection  of  dwellings  during  year: 

(i)  Inspected  for  housing  defects  under  Public  Health 

Acts 132 

(ii)  Inspected  for  housing  defects  under  Housing  Acts  . 133 

(iii)  Number  of  dwellings  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to 

health  as  to  be  unfit  for  habitation  ....  47 

(iv)  Number  of  dwellings  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 

reasonably  fit  for  habitation 157 

5.  Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  infor- 

mal action 157 

6.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers: 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9.  10,  16  Housing  Act  1936, 

and  Sections  9,  10,  12  Housing  Act  1957: 

(i)  Number  of  dwellings  where  notices  were  served 

requiring  defects  to  be  remedied  ....  Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  rendered  fitafter  serviceof 
formal  notices: 

(a)  By  owners 4 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . — 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts: 

(i)  Number  of  dwellings  where  formal  notices 

served  1 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  made  fit  as  result  of  for- 
mal notices: 

(a)  By  owners 1 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . 1 

C.  Proceedings  under  Section  11,  Housing  Act  1936  and 

Section  16  Housing  Act  1957: 

(i)  Number  of  demolition  Orders  made  ...  31 

(ii)  Number  of  houses  demolished  as  result  of  De- 
molition Orders 21 

(iii)  Number  of  Undertakings  accepted  ....  27 

(iv)  Number  of  undertakings  completed  ...  4 
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D.  Proceedings  under  Section  25,  Housing  Act  1936, 

Sections  42,  43,  46,  48  Housing  Act  1957: 

(i)  Number  of  houses  in  clearance  areas  upon 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  . . . Nil 

(ii)  Number  of  houses  demolished  as  result  of  De- 
molition Orders Nil 

(iii)  Number  of  houses  in  clearance  areas  which 

have  been  retained  as  temporary  accommoda- 
tion   Nil 

E.  Proceedings  under  Section  12,  Housing  Act  1936,  Sec- 
tion 3,  Housing  Act  1949.  Section  10  Local  Govern- 
ment (Misc.  Provisions)  Act  1953,  Sections  17,  18,  27 
Housing  Act  1957 : 

(i)  Number  of  dwellings  where  Closing  Orders 

were  made 4 

(ii)  Number  of  dwellings  closed  as  result  of  Closing 

Orders  or  undertakings  by  owners  ....  13 

(iii)  Number  of  dwellings  where  Closing  Orders 

were  cancelled  in  consequence  of  premises 
being  made  fit 4 

F.  Proceedings  under  Section  57,  Housing  Act,  1936, 
Section  76  Housing  Act  1957: 

(i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  at  end  of  year  9 

(ii)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  discovered 

during  year 7 

(iii)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  abated  during 

year 9 

COUNCIL  OWNED  PROPERTY 

1.  Total  number  of  Pre-war  houses  owned  by  Highworth 

Rural  District  Council 502 

2.  Total  number  of  houses  owned  or  administered  by  Council 

31/12/1957  2,008 
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SUMMARY  OF  ACTION  TAKEN  UNDER  THE  HOUSING  ACTS  1936/1957  FROM  1945  to  1957. 
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31.12.57 

31.12.57 

No.  of  Houses  represented  under  the 
Housing  Acts,  1936/1957.  . . . . 

No  of  Demolition  Orders  made 

No.  of  Closing  Orders  made  .... 

No.  of  Houses  Licensed  for  temporary 
occupation  

J 
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1 

X 
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No.  of  Undertakings  Cleared 

No.  of  Houses  Demolished  . . . . 

No.  of  Houses  awaiting  rehousing  of 
Occupants  

No.  of  Houses  vacant  awaiting  demoli- 
tion  
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TYPES  OF  HOUSES  OWNED  BY  HIGHWORTH  R.D.C. 

31.12.57 


Traditional 

Pre-War 475 

Wartime  Agricultural 8 

Post-war  houses 216 

Post-war  flats 44 

Gregory  flats 8 


Experimental  houses  (Chick) 6 


Non-Traditional 

Reema  houses 351 

Reema  flats 32 

Woolaway  houses 76 

Cornish  Unit  houses 114 

Cornish  flats 48 

Airey  houses 156 

Swedish  Timber  houses 8 


Bungalows 

Originally  erected  by  the  Ministry  of  Aircraft  Pro- 


duction   378 


Old  Age  Bungalows 

Pre-war 27 

Post-war 41 


Miscellaneous  Properties 

Staff  houses  and  flats 11 

Hutments 2 

Site  houses 7 

Requisitioned  houses — 


757 


785 


378 


68 


20 


TOTAL  2,008 


HOUSING  PROGRESS 

No.  of  houses  completed  post-war  by  the  Council  . . . 1,102 
No.  of  houses  completed  post-war  by  Private  Enterprise  . 616 


TOTAL  1,718 
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POST-WAR  HOUSES.  NUMBER  COMPLETED  YEARLY 


Year 

Private 

Enterprise 

Council 

Total 

Traditional 

Non-Traditional 

For 

Industry 

Council 

Applic. 

For 

Industry 

Council 

Applic. 

1946 

15 



6 



8 

29 

1947 

13 

— 

27 

— 



40 

1948 

9 

— 

37 

— 

46 

92 

1949 

11 

— 

8 

— 

96 

115 

1950 

9 

— 

18 

— 

54 

81 

1951 

7 

2 

19 

16 

66 

110 

1952 

23 

5 

17 

34 

71 

150 

1953 

31 

7 

23 

41 

120 

222 

1954 

97 

12 

16 

52 

16 

193 

1955 

107 

3 

13 

36 

1 

160 

1956 

98 

31 

41 

56 

66 

292 

1957 

196 

8 

6 

19 

5 

234 

Total 

616 

68 

232 

254 

549 

1718 

Number  of  Houses  under  construction  by  the  Council  at  the 
31st  December,  1957 

TRADITIONAL  Nil  NON-TRADITION AL  — Nil 


HOUSING  APPLICANTS 
FAMILY  DETAILS 


Number  of 

Applic 

ants 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

Single  persons 

8 

12 

8 

6 

37 

3 

Married  couples 

160 

108 

105 

105 

95 

53 

,,  „ with  1 child  . . . . 

146 

100 

111 

93 

54 

56 

,,  „ „ 2 children  . 

122 

70 

80 

89 

43 

37 

„ ,,  ,,  3 children  . 

40 

26 

34 

33 

22 

18 

„ „ „ 4 or  more  children 

20 

22 

21 

20 

22 

17 
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TYPES  OF  POST-WAR  HOUSES  BUILT  IN  EACH  YEAR. 
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STATISTICAL  HOUSING  DETAILS  FOR  ALL  PARISHES 

31.12.1957 
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No.  OF  HOUSES  BUILT  IN  EACH  YEAR 
SINCE  1946 


Year 

Total  No.  of 
Houses  in  area 
as  at  31st  Dec. 
in  each  year 

No.  of  houses 
built 

Total 

Number 

De- 

molish- 

ed 

Total  No. 
additional 
Houses 
each  year 

By  L.A. 

By  P.E. 

1946 

5082 

6 



6 



6 

1947 

5125 

34 

13 

47 

4 

43 

1948 

5217 

88 

7 

95 

3 

92 

1949 

5327 

105 

9 

114 

4 

110 

1950 

5402 

70 

8 

78 

3 

75 

1951 

5504 

99 

7 

106 

4 

102 

1952 

5650 

127 

23 

150 

4 

146 

1953 

5869 

191 

31 

222 

13 

219 

1954 

6050 

96 

97 

193 

12 

181 

1955 

6204 

53 

107 

160 

6 

154 

1956 

6487 

194 

98 

292 

9 

283 

1957 

6694 

39 

196 

235 

28 

207 

Total 

1102 

596 

1698 

80 

1618 

No.  OF  HOUSES  PROPOSED  TO  BE  ERECTED  DURING 
THE  NEXT  5 YEARS  — 1958  - 1963  (est.) 


1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

By  Local  Authority  . 

30 

25 

10 

10 

5 

By  Private  Enterprise . 

250 

200 

200 

200 

195 

Total  

280 

225 

210 

210 

200 
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